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The country and climate changed considerably, to the
south of the Yellow River. The hills became more impos-
ing and several ranges of considerable height came in
view; the ground was exceedingly rough, everywhere
covered with little hummocks bristling with stiff grass,
around which were small pools of water, or else boggy
soil white with alkaline efflorescences. Among these we
had to twist and turn our horses, which often stumbled
over them, or put their feet in the deep holes. Walking
was extremely fatiguing under the circumstances, and
when camping not a level bit of ground could be found
on which to lie down. All this country must be a vast
marsh in the rainy season.
Storms became more frequent and severe as we ap-
proached the watershed of the.Dre ch'u;1 we had great
difficulty in finding any dry dung for fuel, and the wind
and cold were so piercing that the horses refused to
graze, and stood huddled together in some sheltered nook,
depending entirely on the quart or two of barley we could
feed them daily. It was interesting to watch them feed-
ing when the weather was clear; they had a habit of
pushing away with their lips the soil, or snow, which
covered the new grass, and when they got a. day's rest
they could by this means get a "square meal," but it
happened so rarely that before we reached the Dre ch'u
eight had to be abandoned to their fate and the mercy of
wolves and bears. As to ourselves, night brought us but
feet) we were infinitely more op-    Wind "blew on thirty days, the sever-
pressed than on top of ,the range    est "being, naturally, north and north-
dividing the two plains (altitude,    west. Snow was but rarely aeeom-
15,600 feet), where we stopped for    panied "by strong wind. On May 15th,
about two hours,                              at an altitude of 14^800 feet, snow
S-IProm April 16th, when I reached    and sleet fell with violent southwest
Shang, to May 25th, when I left Jye"-    wind. West to southwest winds usu-
kundo, thirty-nine days in all, snow    ally brought snow,
fell on twenty-two and rain on two.